Communication 114: Introduction to the Mass Media
Choosing a Topic
You may choose any topic in the Campbell textbook (from one of the chapters we covered in the course).  Keep in mind that you want a topic that lends itself to taking a position and then adequately supporting it, a topic for which you can find plenty of peer-reviewed scholarly sources, a topic about which different scholars themselves have taken different positions.  You want a topic that you can pare down, so the position can be adequately supported in a 5-7 page paper.  You are welcome to look at reference resources in my office or the KML collection for ideas.  

After you select a topic, you have to make certain that you have access to sufficient material.  You may scan an index or two such as the Index to Journals in Communication Studies or a database such as Communications and Mass Media Complete, ComAbstracts or Academic Search Complete.  (Note:  All ComAbstracts articles are peer reviewed; Communications and Mass Media Complete and Academic Search Complete enable you to put a check in the peer reviewed box that indicates scholarly articles.)  You well may have to use interlibrary loan or go to other libraries, such as the IUPUI library, to get the full text of some articles.  You are responsible for beginning the process early enough and doing sufficient reading and searching to ensure that you can complete a thoroughly researched annotated bibliography.  Use the index/thesaurus of the database and Boolean operators to make your search more thorough and efficient.  (See pp. 10-13 of the MLA handout for details.)  You are required to use a minimum of five full-length, scholarly articles in the journalism/electronic media/mass communication/mass media disciplines, but you will want to use more than the minimum to help you support your thesis. 

Whatever topic you choose needs to be focused and pared down to a specific thesis appropriate for a 5-7 page paper.  Research should help define the thesis, provide new information, offer support for your position, offer negative examples you may argue against, and so forth. Avoid a general, encyclopedia-style thesis that just presents summarized information about a broad topic!  
One of the best ways to accomplish this is to focus on a particular issue connected with the topic.  Researching the topic, isolating a particular issue of interest, understanding the various sides of that issue, and taking a position on the issue as part of establishing a thesis, and finding articles that support the thesis position in some way by supporting each subpoint within the thesis (such as through specific examples), help give your work structure, cohesiveness, and energy.   (Keep in mind that the issue you select may also have a historical facet that informs the current controversy or situation.)
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